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180 m wide was constructed through the main
local E. socialis tract, completely devegetating
the Qs sands in its path. This sets up botanically-
important alternative outcomes to be observed as
time passes. One is that E. socialis seedlings might
voluntcer on the cleared sand. That would sug-
gest that their absence from existing tracts is due
to full adult occupancy, It would also establish
that climate allowing original takeover {o the
Qs by E. socialis, carlier in the Holocene, need
have been no wetter than now. Alternatively, E.
socialis seedlings might not volunteer on the clear-
ing. That would suggest the original takeover
was under climate more pluvial than now, since
seed-sources could not be closcr than at present.
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Local trees produce much seed and tests show il is
highly viable.

The out-of-context E. socialis patch is impor-
Lant because it re-emphasizes that historical not
contemporary edaphics explain some current vege-
tation distributions, and because it shows that
adult presence of a species on a particular soil
type may not necessarily mean that its seedlings
can now volunteer on that soil. There are many
enigmatic instances in thc Whyalla region of
plants out of typical edaphic context, for instance
E. brachycalyx near Barbours Dam on Middle-
back Station, in western myall-saltbush-bluebush
association. We suspect its explanation is allied
to the present case.
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